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Introduction 
• Bunun, Austronesian, Taiwan 
• Takivatan dialect 

 
• Approx. 50,000 ethnic members 
• Predicate-initial 
• Over 200 affixes, most of which are 

verbal prefixes 





Today’s topics 
• Topicality 

– Clause-internal 
– Clause-external / extraposed 

• Ellipsis’ 
 
 

• Note:  
– Focus 

Cf. Osumi: multiple 
topics per clause 



The clause-internal topic 
• Verbal alignment morphology  

    (‘focus’ suffixes) 
• Argument order 
• Pronominal marking 
• (Definiteness marking?) 
• (Ellipsis?) 



The clause-internal topic 
Verbal alignment morphology  

    (‘focus’ suffixes) 
Argument order 
Pronominal marking 
• (Definiteness marking?) 
(Ellipsis?) 



Verbal alignment morphology 
• Actor focus (AF): no suffix 

 
 
 

• undergoer focus (UF): -un 



Verbal alignment morphology 
• locative focus (LF): -an 



Verbal alignment morphology 
• Grammatical properties of the 

privileged argument 
– left-dislocation with -a (see 3.1). 
– TOP form of bound pronoun (see 2.3). 
– TOP.AG form of the free pronoun in AF 

constructions; N form in other focus types  



Argument order 
 

VERB < AGENT < INSTRUMENT  
< BENEFICIARY < PATIENT 

 < LOCATION < PERIPHERAL 
 

• Max. 3 arguments per clause 
• Typically 1 



Argument order 



Pronouns 



Pronouns 



Pronouns 



Pronouns 



Bound pronouns 

• Actor, AF construction 
 
 
 

• Patient, UF construction 



Pronouns 



Pronouns 



Free pronouns 

• Non-topical agent; Patient topic 
 
 

• Non-topical patient 
 
 

 

– Person hierarchy 



Pronouns 



Pronouns 

≠ 



Clause-external topic 
• Two left-dislocation constructions 

– -a: extraposition of internal topic 
– maq (a) … a: extraposition of any core 

argument 
 

– (Neutral form of free personal pronoun) 
 



Internal topic: -a 
• Actor, dyadic AF construction 

 
 
 

• Actor, monadic AF construction 



Internal topic: -a 
• Patient, UF construction 

 
 
 
• Location, LF construction 



Internal topic: -a 
• Isbukun dialect: 

– Internal topic: hai 
 
 
 

– Non-topical arguments: -a 



Core argument: maq (a) … a 
• Topic 

 
 

• Non-topic 



Core argument: maq (a) … a 
• Resumption 



Core argument: maq (a) … a 
• Possible grammaticalization pathway 

1. Question word 
 

2. Indefinite pronoun 
 

3. Definitional constructions 
 

4. Topic extraction 
 

 

 

 (in subordinating constructions) 

Cf. Brill: topicalisation of 
arguments and clauses 



Omission 
• Topical arguments 

Cf. Schnell: Low lexicality 
of subjects / topics 



Omission 
• All arguments that are recoverable 



Omission 
• Many affixes that are recoverable (!) 



‘Ellipsis’ 



‘Ellipsis’ 

    

 



‘Ellipsis’ 
• Minimal clause: predicate root 

– minus arguments  
– minus any bound morphology 

• Efficiency: speed vs. comprehensibility 
• Ellipsis / omission or optionality? 



Conclusion 

• Clause-internal vs clause-external topic 
• Non-complementarity of grammatical 

subsystems 
• Possible omission of (almost) 

everything except for the predicate root 
• Optional expression rather than ellipsis 
• No hard relationship between topicality 

and argument omission 
 



Uninaŋ 
miqumisaŋ!  
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